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the governor's orders; and immediately we were overtaken
by about a hundred Indians, armed with the swords, shields,
and cross-bows that they had taken from our slain. They
danced and leaped, and called out in bad Spanish: " Take
gold, Christians, take gold;" but as soon as they saw our
numbers, they turned their backs and fled.
With, very great labour and danger we reached the sea-
shore.  The two Spaniards who had survived the battle with
me remained at the foot of a mountain, not being able to
walk on account of their wounds.    Then two young men
joined us, who had hidden themselves in the wood when the
enemy assailed us, and remained there till the Indians had
gone away.    When they left their hiding place they found
that the natives had cut off and taken away the governor's
head, feet, and hands ; they had done the same by the two
negroes, and they had rifled all the rest and thrown their
bodies into the rivulet,    They had also carried away every-
thing except the oil and the soap.    Of our people thirty-four
died, and six of us survived; but of the enemy a great many
more were slain, for they were estimated at four thousand.
It is true that many of them were very timid, and even
cowardly;  and if we had but possessed  four horses the
Indians would not have fought, as they dread this very
spirited animal more than all the arms that the Spaniards
have used against them.    So that they say publicly, it is not
the valour of the Christians, nor their arms, artillery, lances,
swords, or cross-bows that have subdued them, but the fear,
the fright, inspired by their horses.    And we know this by
experience, for in every place where the Spaniards have been
unaccompanied by horses, they have been vanquished by the
Indians: but when they first went to Mexico, the natives
fancied that the man and the horse were united in one.1
1 Such a notion prevailed before the expedition of Oortez to Mexico ;
for it favoured the forces of Columbus in his. second voyage, when he
encountered Caunabo in 1495. These horses, considering their trials,